look forward to a brighter future. 


® BECAUSE of The Spastic Society’s efforts since 1952, today’s spastic children can 
Their need for education and treatment are recog- 
nised, now the Society seeks to ensure that the after-school years will bring them 


further training, jobs, and full acceptance into the mainstream of everyday life. 


WHEN Ian Dawson Shep- 
herd slapped a £5 note on 
the table of a house in 
Croydon he started a revo- 
lution, The £5 began an 
organisation which now 
has an income of oyer £18 
million. 

The story of the. first £5 
is cherished Society folk- 
lore, but it is perfectly 
true. Ian Dawson Shep- 
herd, Alex Moira and Eric 
Hodgson, had daughters at 
St Margaret’s School, 
Croydon, one of the then 
very few schools for spastic 
children, and they used to 
meet at Eric’s home to 
worry about the future and 
dream of a secondary 
school. They were joined 
by Miss Jean Garwood, a 
sociat worker, whose 
wealthy family had pro- 
vided the house to set up St 
Margaret's, 


Crusade 


They were unlikely revo- 
lutionaries, but they began a 
crusade, founded the Society, 
and they deserve the heart- 
felt thanks of everybody who 
believes that the handi- 
capped deserve a full life. 

Sadly, Jean and Eric are 
dead, but Ian and Alex are 
still hard at work for the 
cause. Both serve on the 
Executive Council of 
Scciety they founded. 
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THE parents who crowded into the meeting at the 
Ambassadors Hotel, London, on January 5, 1952, were 


angry . frustrated, and desperate. They lived with 
tragedy and without real hope in a world which seemed 
to have turned its back on their spastic children. They 
wanted to give them schools, treatment, training, special 
residential homes, the chance of a job. They were sick 
and tired of being told “There is nothing anyone can 
do,” or “There are no facilities to help this child.” 

But hope was born out of desperation, and before 
those parents went home that night they had formed a 
national Society which was to grow into the world’s lead- 
ing organisation for the care of the handicapped. 


From the archives... 


Parents came from all over the country to the 
inaugural meeting of the Society, and the handwritten 
minutes in the archives eloquently declare how the 
Society had been formed to help spastic people “from 
the cradle to the grave” and that the new body “gave 
every sign that it intended to be both active and national.” 
(What an understatement that was!) 

Now the Society is célebrating its 30th anniversary 
and Spastics News wants to find as many as possible of 
the people who attended that. first meeting. We would 
like to bring you together again, discover what has hap- 
pened to yourselves and your children since January 5, 
1952, and see if the dream of a better future born on 
that day became a reality. 

If you were there, or if you know somebody who was, 
PLEASE get in touch with Sheila Jenner, Editor, Spastics 
News, at Society headquarters, 12 Park Crescent, London 
Tel: 01-636-5020. 


The Spastics Society 
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THIRTY years ago The Spastics Society was born out of 
the desperate need to jolt the nation’s conscience about 
the plight of tragically handicapped children and adults, 
and give them the chance of education, training, resi- 
dential care, jobs, independence. ... The chance, in 
fact, of a worthwhile life. 

That was in the genteel days of charities, far removed 
from today’s vital pressure groups. Fortunately, the 
Society’s early pioneers discarded the old ideas of Lady 
Bountiful do-gooders, and with imagination and flair 
captured the sympathy of a nation. 

Thirty years on, The Spastics Society is nationally 
known and respected with 60 schools and centres, and a 
network of local groups providing facilities in their own 
areas. 

The anniversary year will be marked with special 
events of many kinds, with the prevention of handicap 
being the keynote, because now the Society believes that 
better facilities for mothers and babies can save children 
from the human tragedy of cerebral palsy. A research 
unit into the prevention of handicap is being set up, 
there will be a “Save a Baby” week in June, and a new 
film is being made on ante-natal care. 

There is satisfaction over the achievements of the 
first 30 years, but the Society has never rested on its 
laurels. The pioneering spirit shines as brightly as ever. 


The hard 


@ FLASHBACK to the 


early years, and the 
emotive picture on the 

cover of “Every Eight 

Hours,” the 1964 book by 

the late Richard Dimbleby, 

which piayed an important 

part in explaining the aims 

of the Society to the 

genera) public. 

The picture conveyed 
the struggle of the child— 
and the Society—to achieve 
success. 


sy nursing staff, 
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INCO ROLL. A highly economical absorbent cellulose 
protective roll.Cut to the length required. A common- 
sense product in sensible packaging — used in 
conjunction with Inco Garments or Pull-on Pants. 


INCO PULL-ON PANTS. Supple P.V.C, pants in eight 
sizes with elasticated legs and waist for complete 
protection. Very suitable for ambulant and arthritic 


patients. 


INCO GARMENTS. Made with adrop front and press- 
stud release to facilitate changing especially in bed- 
ridden cases. Eight adjustable sizes for a perfect fit. 


Both pants and garments are washable, waterproof, 
suitable for either sex and permanently size marked. 


Robinsons of Chesterfield. 


Robinson & Sons Ltd, Wheat Bridge, Chesterfield S40 2AD, Tel: Chesterfield 31101 
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® John Harrison bowls an expert wood watched 


e § 


by professional player Brian Duncan. 


SRI. 


When the state can’t help... Cash with 


PARENTS of young han- 
dicapped children now 
get a lot of material sup- 
port from the welfare 
state, and their children 
are entitled to schooling 
from the age of two years, 
yet they still have needs 


the state. They are often 
isolated, have unjustified, 
but nevertheless, real guilt 
feelings, and feel the need 
for support. 

This was recognised by 
Penny Melville, social 
worker for the Cumbria 
Spastics Society, and so 


Crowning glory for woods wizarc 


Crete or contest, 
decision for John 


THE young man who had caused all the fuss was sitting 
quietly on the settee. 

If he was looking a little pale, that was hardly sur- 
prising. He had, after all, given up a chance of a 
two-week holiday in the sun on Crete. 

And for what? A bowls competition. 

Well, yes, but you have to understand what a game 
of bowls means to 18-year-old John Harrison — a sufferer 
from cerebral palsy. When crown green-bowling means 
everything to a handicapped sportsman, Crete is a mere 
diversion. 

Compared with a chance to show off new skills like 
standing on two feet and balancing instead of falling 
over ... and more than anything, teaming up with your 
own personal sporting hero to compete . . , what’s Crete 
compared to that? 

Four years ago he could not hold the woods, and fell 
down with the action of bowling. This competition was 
a chance to prove something. 

John, of Fishwick Parade, Preston, saw it like that. 
His mother, who had booked him on the family holiday, 
and paid the £40 deposit, was inclined to another view. 

As the finals of the competition clashed with Crete, 
one had to go. It was to be the first family trip abroad, 
everything was arranged, but John was not to be budged. 

Mrs Ellen Harrison: “I tried to persuade him that he 
would have a great time in Crete. Then I asked if the 
competition could be put back. Then I tried to get our 
flight and holiday put back. 

“The last resort was that he would be knocked out in 
one of the early games over the eight weeks of the 
competition. 

At John’s previous competitions—he plays for Fish- 
wick Ramblers C—she would cheer him on. 

This time she approached the games with mixed 
feelings. The best thing would be for him to lose after a 
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heart out not to go to Crete. His mum was hoping he 
would lose. . é 

Finally, the cut-off weekend arrived. Mrs Harrison 
fancied her chances because the opposition was good. 

John, though, felt he and Brian were now virtually 
bound for the final — and so it proved. 

The rest of the family, all keen bowlers and bowls 
watchers, jetted off for the sun and were by then, of 
course, fully committed to a Harrison-Duncan victory. 

Ironically enough, the final proved the most difficult 
match, against Jimmy Hadfield, a former winner of the 
Ail England, and his son, Michael. i 

Down 13-4 at one stage, even John was thinking fondly 
of the Greek Isles. But befitting the whole saga, Harrison- 
Duncan stormed back to win 21-16. , 

It was as much Mrs Harrison’s win, of course: “When 
John was born we were told that he would never walk, 
and would be a complete cabbage. We never accepted 
that. We walked him and walked him until we cried. 
Gradually he responded, and mentally he became very 
bright.” 

At first his only sporting interest was pool. He could 
not hold the cue in hise right hand, so he changed to his 
unnatural left, and played for the Hesketh Arms team. 

He took up bowls four years ago. At first he could 
not hold the cue in his right hand, so he changed to his 
lose his balance and fall over. 

She adds: “John is desperate for a job. He has put 
as much effort into finding a job as he has into learning 
bowls, but he has not had the same luck.” 

John is a gardener, and does a round of gardens near 
his home. He would like a part-time or full-time 
gardening job ... it would give him something to think 
about other than bowls. 


Malcolm Morris 


New ‘world voice’ 
for disabled 


which cannot be met by 


Our competitors are 


making circles ,,, 


PUNE 


They've no option, because 
the Newton Queensway is 
‘the only chair to rotate on 
its own axis, either way, 
giving complete 
manoeuvrability — 
smoothly. And there’sa 
built-in battery charger with 
an automatic cut-off plus 
many other advanced 
features. Even the seat 
height is adjustable 
making itideal for _ 
kitchen and office use. 
Telephone or write now 
for your Queensway free 
home demonstration 
and out-turn.all others. Just another Newton first! 


MSENN@!” Dept N17/SN FREEPOST (Ho stamp required) 
Salisbury SP1 2¥Z, Tel: 0722 20441 
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close tussle . 


. . honour on both sides. 


John was playing with Brian Duncan, the professional 
bowler and his hero, and the partnership romped through 


their games. 


The situation was now very tense. John was playing his 


she approached George 
Marshall, principal of The 
Spastics Society’s Beau- 
mont College, Lancaster, 
and Nigel Smith, the 
society's senior regional 
officer in the North West, 
with a view to organising 
a special day for these 
young parents. 

The day was duly held and 
attended by 60 parents from 
Cumbria, Lancashire, and 
the northern part of Greater 
Manchester. During an inten- 
Sive day, the parents listened 
to and questioned a phy- 
siotherapist, an occupational 
therapist, a speech therapist, 
a GP, a consultant paedia- 
trician, a Lancashire County 
Council social worker, and 
a Manchester welfare rights 
officer, as well as Society 


staff, including social 
worker Eve Holden, regio- 
nal officer Aileen Egan; 
Nigel Smith, and Castle 
Priory principal, Joyce 
Knowles. 
Contacts 
The day was voted 
extremely worthwhile by 


those who attended, and con- 
tacts have been made which 
will benefit the parents in 
the future. It is hoped that 
one or two young parents 
groups will ultimately 
emerge from the day, 

The North West Region 
will be running a series of 
similar days in 1982, but will 
be confining the invitation 
list to much smaller areas, 
so as to make it easier for 
those who attended to keep 
in touch, and either start 
local young parents’ groups 
or join the existing local 
Spastics Society where there 
is one, 

The next four Young 
Parents’ Days will be in 
Rochdale/Bury? Mid- 
Cheshire (Norwich, Holmes 
Chapel, Winsford, etc); 
Stockport/Tameside; and 
Macclesfield/Congleton, 


love, from 
Fiona... 


THE proof that today’s 
children care about their 
less - able - bodied contem- 
poraries dropped through 
the letter box of the 
Society’s Midlands Appeals 
Officer, Elizabeth Evans, 
recently. 

Inside a car depicting 
Paddington Bear was a 
carefully written message 
from Fiona Baxter, liber- 
ally decorated with kisses. 


Mums too 


Fiona wrote: “Dear Mrs 
Evans, here I am again 
with some more money this 
time. My sister, my mum, 
two of my friends and one 
of their mums had a small 
sale and raised £11.26 to 
help your spastic children. 
Love from Fiona, Kath- 
leen, Sally, Caroline.” 


Fiona lives in Southam, 
Leamington-Spa, Warks, 
and her mother Margaret 
added a postscript: “The 
mums did very little, it was 
mostly the children’s 
effort.” 

Said Elizabeth: “This is 
the second cheque I have 
received from Fiona for 
support of our spastics. 
This follows on from a visit 
and a talk I gave to her 
school, Southam Junior 
School, when they raised 
£400 a year ago on a 
spelling bee we did within 
the school.” 


AT the first world congress 
organised by the Confer- 
ence of Disabled People’s 
International it was 
decided to set up a secre- 
tariat to promote the in- 
terests of the disabled. The 
congress was held in Singa- 
pore and attended by Mr 
Ron Gerver representing 
the Society. 

Mr Gerver, 34, is a mem- 
ber of the Society’s Edu- 
cation Advisory Committee 
and is himself cerebral 
palsied. He read German 
and Law after attending an 
ordinary school and studied 


Mystery 
of the 

hopeful 
typist 


SPASTICS News has 
received a request from 
a spastic reader living in 
Tadema Road, South 
Shields, Tyne and Wear. 
The writer very much 
wants a small typewriter 
and says: “I wish to 
learn to type. I am 40 
and I have a few ideas 
which I would like to 
put down on paper in 
the form of a book but 
I have a limited amount 
of strength in my hands 
and hardly any in my 
legs and spine. If you 
know of a small type- 
writer that no one uses 
any more I will be most 
grateful.” 
Unfortunately the 
would-be writer has 
omitted his or her name 
but if they read this or 
you can be of help 
please get in touch with 
us at Society head- 
quarters, 12 Park Cres- 


4E0. London, WIN 


at four universities includ- 
ing Oxford and Bonn. 

He said of the congress: 
“It was attended by 
around 400 people from 
40 countries. Japan and 
Australia) were over- 
represented with 100 dele- 
gates between them and 
Europe was under repre- 
sented. There were only 
five West European coun- 
tries at meetings and as far 
as I know, no delegates 
from any East European 
country and none from 
West Germany or France, 
which surprised me. 


The aims of the organ-— 
isation are to establish a 


body which will seek to 
represent disabled people — 
and 
people themselves will 
play a dominant role. At 
the first meeting a world 
council was elected com- 
prising 25 people, which 
will meet for four working 
days a year, and a congress 
will meet every four years, 
the next being in 1985. 

Although a location has 
not yet been fixed, the sec- 
retariat will promote the 
interests of disabled people 
in such vital issues as 
work, housing, leisure pur- 
suits and sex education. 
Said Mr Gerver, who has 
prepared a report for the 
Society on the congress, 
said: “The plans for the 
secretariat look very 
ambitious.” 

Mr Gerver, who lives in 
London, works as a trans- 
lator. 


WHEELCHAIRS 
Ashley Mobility 


Sole distributors of Vessa Ltd’s 
Vitesse’ Power-Chair with 


Kerb Climbers and Hand- 


Propelled Chairs‘ in the Mid- | 


lands and Powys; 


‘Vitesse’ and ‘Standard’ — 
available on Motability HP. 
HY ane’ Tel : 
+ Telephone 021-772 5 

Also at Warndon, W ‘ 
(Telephone 38875) : 
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TV dates 


for Dick 
~ Boydell 


F . THE BBC. wanted to 
_. produce a programme 
about the problems facing 
the speech impaired and it 
was suggested that a use- 
ful source of information — 
would be Dick Boydell. 
_. Dick, a former. Society 
Achievement Award win- 
. mer, is severely. handi- 
_ capped by. cerebral palsy, 
but, nevertheless, has car- 
. ved a career for himself as 
a leading figure in the 
- world of computers. 
. So impressed was pro- 
‘ducer Martin. Freeth by 
‘Dick that the emphasis sf 
_ the programme _ shifted, 
_- Dick was seni with camera 
crew to a conference fer 
the disabled to the United 
States for three weeks. 
And as a result of ail 
their filming the two pro- 
grammes will be screened 
on January 13 and 24. 
Dick was not only filmed 
in America, but at the 
_ Society’s Professional 
Workshop, Neath Hill, at 
Milton Keynes, and in his 


7 ; = flat there. 

a 

s Never too 
/ __ old to help 


GEOFFREY Kane, ihe 
Society’s appeals officer based 
at Salisbury, has been re- 
cruiting volunteers to help 
ji - with packing door knock 
wy : kits, and was delighted 

z when Mr B. H. Frowd 
offered his services. 

Mr Frowd, who is an octo- 
genarian, has proved a real 
winner. He has. already 
packed 380 kits for the North 
Wiltshire door knock and is 
still tackling the work with 
gusto, 

It must be a true saying 
that life begins at 80! 


Record raffle 


WOLVERHAMPTON and 
-. District Spastics Society’s 
annual dinner at their centre 
fh... attracted more than £60 
' £& guests, including county 
 ericket stars Jim Cumbes 
eo --and David Humphries, and 
i a boost to funds. 
) : Said secretary Ken Mars- 
Meeeeden:; “The raffle raised at 
= least. £350 — a record for 
us and we are expecting at 
least another £100 from the 
dance itself.” 


Emergency-So 
Scots ask for 


yl ll 


lion 


THE SCOTTISH Council for Spastics has launched 
an emergency appeal for £1.5 million and already 
more than £30,000 has been donated or promised. 
In the last few weeks 500 of the largest Scottish 
commercial and industrial companies have been 
approached, while a massive campaign Is being 
mounted to draw smaller organisations and the 
general public to what the Council calls its “very 


desperate need.” 

In addition the 
Council and the people 
it helps are making 
strenuous efforts to 
augment fund raising 


lue Peter’ cot 


saves a baby 


THE response of children to the BBC TV “Biue 
Peter” appeal has made all the difference to Jenny 


Jackson—although she does not know it yet. 


For 


lowest birthweight ever recorded at Birmingham’s 


© 


Queen Elizabeth Maternity Hospital, 
weeks was very premature. 
y Caesarean section and 


placed in an incubator where after a few initial 


3 Jenny was born weighing just 600 grammes—the 
She was delivered b 


and at 31 


: problems she made tremendous progress. That was 
ne on September 28—now her thrilled parents have 


written to Biddy Baxter, 

- Said Mrs Josephine Jackson, 
“We noticed that the scanning 
monitor Jennifer before birth and after delivery, 

| and the incubator in which she was 
bore the ‘Blue Peter’ badge.” 
been donated to the hospital as the result of the 


appeal. 
“Jenny’s 


sending off milk bottle tops 
Peter appeals many years ago. 
that one day we would be on the receiving end of 
your hard work. So, on behalf of Jenny and our- 
selves, we would like to say ‘Thank you and best 
wishes for continuing success.” 


aa 


the programme’s Editor. 


of Selly Oak: 
machine used to 


first placed, 
The equipment had 


Dad and myself remember clearly 


and the like to Blue 
We never thought 


activities as was 
demonstrated by Stan- 
more House school, 
where the pupils raised 
over £7,000. 


“Given kind = of 
enthusiasm, not only 
among our own establish- 
ments, but throughout our 
network of local associa- 
tions and appeals commit- 
tees, there is no doubt we 
could make a vital contri- 
bution towards the success 
of the whole emergency 
appeal to ensure the 
future of the Council’s 
work,” said Alan Dickson, 
the Council’s appeals man- 
ager. 

Behind the Council’s 
plight was a court case 
involving an employee 
who defrauded it over 
148,308 scarves. These are 
now being sold through 
the Scottish Sunday Mail. 
John Menzies, the House 
of Fraser and Scotia Toy 


this 


Buyers. 
And Alan Dickson com- 
mented: “The response 


has been tremendous. It is 
heartening to see how the 


Scottish public has res- 
ponded to a_ charity 
defrauded the way we 
were.” 


Almost 100,000 scarves 
have been sold to help the 
Council recoup the outlay. 


Desmond at his work 
centre with Stephen Tom- 


lin, Elaine  Ruffon, 
Maureen Kelsey and 
Philip Flavell showing 


them his precious, hard- 
earned and well-merited 
Gold Award certificate pre- 
sented to him by the Duke. 


.Woiverhampton 


DESMOND Cox is a 
hero to his workmates 
at the Fernwood 
Centre run by the 


and 
District Spastics Soci- 
ety. For Desmond is 
the first among them 
to strike gold! 

Desmond has _ been 
patiently working away 
for years at the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award scheme 
for youth, getting first the 
Bronze and then the Sil- 
ver. : 

But he was determined 
to go fer gold — and get 
it he did at an award 
ceremony at Buckingham 
Palace, and from the Duke 
himself. 

Desmond has attended 
the centre for five years 
doing craft work and 
printing, but it was a day 
off work when he went to 
London, with a celebratory 
lunch at the Seociety’s 
Family Services and 
Assessment Centre in Fitz- 
roy Square. 

He walks with the aid of 
sticks but there is nothing 
wrong with Desmond’s 
speech and he was able to 
chat to the Duke when he 
met him, about his work 
and the projects he com- 
pleted for the award. 
Among his achievements 
were map reading, climb- 
ing ,canceing, design for 
living, and attachment to 
both the police and fire 
service. 

Now he has struck gold, 
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A proud day 
for Desmond — 


Desmond is looking for 
new goals. Says Miss Mary 
Beards, centre warden: 


5 


“He has decided to go on — 


to help other disabled 
people like himself. We’re_ 
all very proud of him.” 


Mobile 
therapy 
hand-over 


THE second mobile 
physiotherapy unit 
launched by the Society 
is to be handed over to 
the area health authority 
this month. 

Three years ago, David 
Daniel, regional social 
worker in Harrogate, sur- 
veyed Doncaster, North 
Yorkshire, and Rother- 
ham, to see if there was a 
need for such a service. 
Doncaster proved to have 
the most pressing claims, 
and since then Mrs Linda 
Whittaker has been 
operating the service in a 
12-mile radius of the 
Doncaster Metropolitan 
borough, seeing 36 child- 
ren, aged between five and 
16, in need of physio- 
therapy. One or two older 
teengers also receive treat- 
ment either in their homes 
or at schools. of the 
physically handicapped. 


The service, which is to 
children suffering from 
muscular dystrophy, spina 
bifida and other disabilities, 
as well as cerebral palsy, 
costs £6,500 a year. 


This line-up of battery powered Go-Karts meets the special needs of disabled youngsters. 
They are very easy to control, attractively designed and run for hours on an over-night 


battery charge. All models feature a stable 6 wheel chassis. 


Comet Mini 


For children 2'/2-7 years. 
Compact'— only 18”dia. 
Turns on own axis. 
Simple joystick control. 
Bright red or yellow. 


Rally Special 


For ages 4 years to early 
teens. Climbs obstacles up 
to 3” high. Self coloured 
GRP body in racing red. 
Electronic joystick or 
steering wheel control. 


Monarch 


For drivers who need to sit 
upright. 

High torque motors. 
Joystick control. 

Padded back and seat. 


For further details contact: 


MALDEN 


A Division of Malden Electronics Ltd, - 


CARE Ray 


Bee tS RK 


Malden House, 579 Kingston Road, 
nes Park, London SW20 8SD. 


Tel: 01-543 0077, Telex: 262284, 
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otanding start 
to New Year 


FOR the first time in her 
short life, Rachel Graham 
can stand on her own two 
feet and look forward to 
the year ahead. For 
Rachel who is three, is 
spastic and cannot stand 
unaided. Now Whitehaven 
Round Table has presen- 
ted her with a special pur- 
pose built frame. 


——— 


Her delighted mother, 

Mrs Theresa Graham, ex- 
plained: “We had been 
hoping to get a frame for 
some time so the gift is 
very welcome. It’s for 
Rachel’s use until she is 
mobile.” 
Richmond, Whitehaven, 
Cumbria, tries out the 
frame, with a little bit of 
help from mum. 
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Message of a special 
Nativity play 


ONE day in December 
1978 I attended a carol 
service at Three Crown’s 
Special School in Walsall. 

The occasion was tinged 
with a mixture of sadness, 
poignancy, compassion 
and hope. Thus, in my 
role then, as a prospective 
Parliamentary candidate, 
I felt it appropriate to 
issue the following Press 
release: 

Unset ela, lad Gr CUT On. 
some with incredibly 
daunting handicaps, sang 
and spoke their parts 
heroically. The _ spirit 
engendered by pupils, 


LETTERS 


parents and teachers, spelt 
out the meaning of Christ- 
mas in a way 1,000 tinsel- 
led Christmas trees could 
never do.” 

It was duly printed in 
the local newspapers, and 
no doubt read by some, 
after which, I _ suspect, 
forgotten by most, myself 
included. 

In the frenzied run up 
to a General Election, I 
doubt if Vd have listened, 


‘Injustice’ 
I HAVE read with some 
surprise the article (Decem- 
ber issue) about a barris- 
ter, Mr Willows, and 
Mobility Allowance. I do 
not find the narrative clear, 
but what is manifest, and 
is wholly unjustified, is the 
statement that the Special 
Commissioners have the 
same address as the Inland 


“He's had this problem ever since he started 
carrying his Newton Ultra Lightweight 
wheelchair in the car boot” 


We can't claim to defy gravity, but our engineers and craftsmen. 
have produced a strong manoeuverable wheelchair weighing only 
30 Ibs which is easier to push, Folded it stows away into most car 
boots. 


Contact us today for further information about the Newton 
Ultra-Lightweight and the Newton Elan powered wheelchair. 


You'll be over the moon with a Newton! 


fT} meadway works 


Dept. M68/SN Garretts Green Lane 
Birmingham B33 0SO. 


Telephone: 021-783 6081 (3 lines) 
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believed, or been other 
than amazed, if some one 
had whispered, “Within 
nine months’ time, having 
failed to win your ‘seat’, 
you'll be working for The 
Spastics Society.” 


Understand 


Last month, I visited 
Three Crown’s_ School 
again, but this time with 
a vastly different outlook. 
Why? Because during 
these past two years or so, 
I have come to see the real 
difficulties that surround 
handicapped people. I now 
understand the enormity 
and importance of the role 
played by the Society and 
the reason the Society 
insists upon professional- 
ism, research, good public 


relations, first class ser- 
vices and effective fund 
raising. 


I appreciate and am 
continually astonished by 
the fund of goodwill from 
the British public and of 


to taxmen 


Revenue, seem to decide 
in favour of the Revenue, 
hurry cases, and are slip- 
shod, and that such appeals 
are a waste of time. 

I have been a practising 
accountant nearly 50 years, 
and have appealed to and 
appeared before the Special 
Commissioners on many 
occasions and can assure 
Mr Willows and your- 
selves, he is wrong. They 
are a highly competent 
body of top-rank taxation 
people, they are careful, 
thorough, courteous, if 
authoritarian, and to my 
knowledge many Inspectors 
do not enjoy appearing 
before them. 

I must have encountered 
20 different Commissioners 
over the years, and not one 
has fitted the description in 
the article. As to the pile 
of papers that would take 
five hours to read, I can- 
not comment, but they 
may read documents before 
the hearing as do judges. 
Once, because other cases 
on their list had collapsed 
I was asked to appear a 
day early, and the concern 
of both the Clerk and 
Chairman, that we were not 
hurried, was plain to see. 

On several occasions they 
have said the case was 
finely balanced and_ they 
would try to give a decision 
that day, but if not, they 
would give a written deci- 
sion Jater. On one occa- 
sion my case had taken 
longer than expected, and 
they went straight on with- 
out a lunch break to the 
afternoon case. They are 
most painstaking, not least 
in relation to facts, and one 
case reported recently told 
how the hearing extended 
over 37 days. 

I am sorry that Mr 
Willows should hold the 
view he does, but I am sure 
it is a gross injustice. Their 
impartiality is clear and 
their competence is to me 
undoubted. You should 
correct what is an injustice. 
And I have worked for 
spastics for 25 years. 
GEOFFREY BROWN, 

11 Heaton Groye, 
Bradford, 
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the volunteer force both 


within and outside the 
Society. 

Therefore, as I drove 
away this second time, 


with the memory for those 
small, fragile and unfor- 
gettable youngsters, now 
even more ambitious, with 
their “on stage” presenta- 
tion of the Nativity, I 
remembered all the other 
Nativity plays ’'d attended 
— mine, my _ children’s, 
my  grandchildren’s and 
friends. All precious 
memories, but a Nativity 
play, from wheelchairs, 
crutches, frames, ramps 
and faltering feet, is quite 
another special thing. 

In short, I have come 
to realise, that a Press 
release and a modicum of 
compassion is not enough. 
These: - brave _. young 
people and their families 
need all the — support, 
encouragement and _ help 
that others more fortunate 
can give. 

They need help, not only 
at Christmas time, but 
throughout all the days 
that lie ahead. 

That is my wish for them 
for 1982, I imagine it is 
yours, dear reader, too. 
ALMA HILL, CBE, 
County Organiser, 
Midlands Region, 

The Spastics Society. 


Plea from 
Japan 


I WONDER if you can 
help me. I am living in 
Japan, and have a student 
(of English), Miss Saito, 
who is paralysed by cereb- 
ral palsy. Her mind and 
speech are not affected, and 
she speaks and reads Eng- 
lish quite well. She is 
about 25 years old, and is 
interested in many things. 
She would like to find a 
pen-pal in England (her 
mother can write letters 
for her), especially some- 
one who suffers similarly. 
HELEN KETCHELL, 
Higashi Ono Cho 20, 
Koyama, 

Kita-Ku, 

Kyoto, Japan. 

@® Over to you readers! 
Write to Miss Saito and tell 
her about your life in 
Britain.—Editor. 


Crippling feet? 


HAVE your feet ever had 
a crippling effect on your 
work or social life? Have 
your feet ever stopped you 
from taking exercise, pre- 
vented you from going 
shopping for nutritious 
food, cut you off from 
your friends or made you 
tired or depressed? If so 
the Disabled Living Foun- 
dation (DLF) wishes to 
hear from you and to learn 
any solutions that you have 
found for your foot prob- 
lems — which could help 
us in Our preparation of a 
book on the spbject. 
Surprisingly, although foot 
troubles are so widespread, 
very little has been written 
down either for the ordinary 
person or for professionals. 
Bunions, corns, misshapen 
toes, swelling arthritis or 
illnesses affecting the whole 
body, can make it painful to 
stand or walk and difficult 
to buy suitable shoes. In 
short, bad feet can damage 
both physical health and the 
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Wendy's" 
birthday | 


HOW thrilled and sur- 
prised we were that you — 
should give us a mention — 
in your November edition — 
under the heading “Ingen- __ 
ious Ways of Fund Rais- — 
ing.’ about Mrs Pat Ful- 
lerd’s sponsored parachute 
jump for the Alpraham 
Pearly Queen Fund for 
Spastics. 

Our daughter, Wendy, 
who “is -spastic, is them 
Pearly Queen of Alpra- 
ham, near _ “Tarporley, 
Cheshire, where we used — 
to live. We have done 
fund raising efforts for a 
number of years and the 
proceeds have gone to — 
show our appreciation to 
wherever Wendy has been 
involved, eg, Pendlebury 
Children’s Hospital. 

Our present campaign 
was started early in 1980 
and will come to an end 
in November 1982, when 
Wendy will be 21 and we 
will retire from fund rais- 
ing. However, before then, 
we intend to go all out to 
raise as much money as 
possible which we hope 
will make Wendy’s 2Ist 
birthday a most memor- 
able occasion and we hope 
to have raised a substan- 
tial amount to donate to 
Various organisations 
which have been involved 
with Wendy over the years. 

By the way, the para- 
chute jump raised £305.20. 
Mrs M. Taylor, 

The Bungalow, 
Alvaston Hoste}, 
Nantwich, 


Holiday offer — 
a 
Evergreen Cottage, Chose- 
ley, North Norfolk is being 
offered for off-peak rental 
by Dr David Josephs, at a 
cost of £50 per week, £25 
per weekend up to three 
nights or £10 a night, with 
the rental going to any 
agreed charity, and a £2 a 
night fee to Dr Josephs to 
cover the cost of fuel. . 
The cottage is situated in 
a peaceful hamlet two miles © 
from the sea and with a host 
of leisure activities from — 
sailing, swimming, golf, rid-— 
ing, sight-seeing all within — 
easy reach. Sleeping five or — 
six, the cottage has been | 
renovated throughout and > 
equipped with every facility — 
to ensure a comfortable stay, — 
only bed linen is not 
provided. : 
Contact Dr Josephs at 182 


¢ 


Kimbolton Road, Bedford © 
MK41 8DW or phone — 
0234-67004. evenings and 
weekends. } 


state of mind of the sufferer, 

The DLF has been looking 
into foot and footwear prob-. 
lems for some time. When- y 
ever the Press or radio 
mention that we have infor- | 
mation on the subject, we get. fa 
literally hundreds of letters 
asking for help. Our advisers — 
have often urged us to pro- 
duce a book that would be 
useful both to sufferers from _ 
foot problems and those 
concerned with their care — 
and prevention, [ 

I would be glad to hear — 
from any reader with foot 
problems, such as difficulty in 
getting suitable shoes or foot 
care (for example, difficulty | 
in cutting toe nails), and also — 
any solutions that have been ~ 
found to work. Not medical 
problems, please — on these 
Mae should consult your doc- 
or, 


MRS JANET HUGHES, 
MSCP, 

The Disabled Living __ 
Foundation, ‘' 
346 Kensington High 
Street, 

Londsn W14 8NS. 
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- Spastics News sadly records the death of a remarkable man 


_ Joey Deacon inspired nation’s 
children 


A MEMORIAL trust is 
to be set up to com- 
memorate Joey 
Deacon, who inspired 
a whole nation of 
children to contribute 
to the Blue Peter 
Appeal in the Interna- 
tional Year of Disabled 
People. 


Joey died at St Law- 
rence’s Hospital, Cater- 
ham, to which he had been 
sent, severely multiply 
handicapped by cerebral 
palsy at the age of eight, 
53 years ago. 

Said Dr Harris, the hos- 
pital administrator: “We 
are all very sad. He’d had 
so many illnesses which 
were touch and go and 
made remarkable recover- 
ies but this time we knew 
we couldn’t do anything. 
He developed renal failure 
and forthe last five days 
we nursed him in the hos- 
pital sick bay where he 
died on the morning of 
December 8 very peace- 
fully.” 

Joey’s life was a moving 
example of the value of 
every human being. Un- 
able to walk or talk and 
always frail, his life might 
have passed unremarked 
in the long stay hospital 
had it not been for his 
friendship with Ernie 


IBIZA 


Roberts, Tom Blackburn 
and Michael Sangster. 


Ernie and Joey were 
together for 43 years and 
gradually Ernie, who is 
also spastic and confined 
to a wheelchair, learnt to 
understand Joey’s grunts. 
Eventually, with the help 
of Tom and Michael, a 
book of Joey’s life story 
was written and published. 

Called ‘“Tongue-tied”’, 
its simple and poignant 
narrative was turned into 
an award-winning film by 
the BBC. Shown on Dutch 
television it touched the 
hearts of the generous 
Dutch people who re- 
sponded by an appeal by 
the TV _ station which 
screened the programme, 
for money 


Joey’s dream was to 
travel round the world but 
he was. never _ strong 
enough to undertake such 
a journey. Instead, it was 
decided to use the money 
to build a bungalow 


It was the opening of 
the bungalow that led to 
Joey appearing on the 
BBC tv _ children’s pro- 
gramme Blue Peter. Joey’s 
sweetness of nature and 
the story of his struggles 
was to make an over- 
whelming and long-lasting 
impression on the children 
watching. 

When the time came for 


EGYPT - FRANCE - GREECE 
ISLE OF MAN 


ERNIE and Joey — — devoted friends. 


the programme to launch 
its annual Christmas 
appeal, it was a natural 
choice, in view of the 
children’s response to Joey 
and the fact that it was 
LYDP. 42 to-=. centre = the 
appeal on building more 
bungalows, but in this case 
for children. 

Said Dr Harris, “Joey’s 
life was so full over the 
last two years. He and his 
friends were always going 
out and having visitors 


ISRAEL 


ITALY - JERSEY - MAJORCA 
MALAGA «: MALTA - MINORCA 
MOROCCO - PORTUGAL 
RUMANIA - TENERIFE 


TUNISIA « USA etc 


Special programmes for groups (details on request). 
Register now for our 


FREE 1982 Colour Brochure 


by completing the coupon and post now 


RIE 


THRESHOLD TRAVEL 


Ground Floor, Wrendal House, Whitworth Street West, 


and leading life completely 
independently of us. Ernie 
aH cee LOM aver. OTICk 


stricken, but they will cope. 


“There was something 
very noble about Joey — 
he was very unselfish and 
it gave him a great deal of 
pleasure that children, like 
him terribly handicapped, 
were going to be able to 
live in bungalows instead 
of hospitals, because of 
him. 

It was 


The Spastics 


Manchester M1 5WX. 


Society that administered 
the appeal for Blue Peter 
and in his own tribute the 
Director, Tim Yeo said: 
“Joey was the inspiration 
which really led to the 
Blue Peter appeal. The 
example of his life and the 
way in which he showed 
what can happen when 
someone moves out of an 
institution was the pre- 
cursor of many others 
moving into a more ful- 
filling environment.” 


Tel: 061-236 9736 (24-hour answering service). 
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[ribute 
lo his 
memory 


AS A TRIBUTE to 


Joey Deacon, whose 
BBC TV _ story was 
shown again on Jan- 
uary 6, The Spastics 
Society, in conjunction 
with St Lawrence’s 
Hospital, Caterham, 


announced a joint pro- 
ject to identify the 
number of spastic 
. people living there. 

It is hoped that 
similar studies can be 
undertaken at subnor- 
mality hospitals in the 
rest of the country. 

In the UK there is no 
register of spastic 
people based on assess- 
ment at birth, so no 
exact statistics are avail- 
able. The Society has to 
rely on surveys for esti- 
mates for the preval- 
ence of cerebral palsy. 
The latest was under- 
taken in the Isle of 
Wight and was pub- 
lished in 1970 


The survey showed an 
incidence of 2.9 cases per 
1,000 schoolchildren aged 
from five to 15 (including 
cases caused by accident 
or infection). The inci- 
dence of cerebral palsy at 
birth is 2.5 cases per 1,000, 
which results in over 1,500 
fresh cases a year. 
Society’s Director Tim Yeo 
and Dr Geoffrey Harris, 
administrator of St Law- 
rence’s, said: “We do not 
want these people to be 
forgotten. The services of 
The Spastics Society 
should be available to 
them 
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@ THE start of 1981 and the International Year of 
Disabled People, though for Lin Berwick, blind and 
spastic, each of her 30 years has been one of disability. 
Society Director Tim Yeo discovers with Lin’s help the 
difficulties of access in London for a special Spastics 
News feature. 


eS eS: = Hi : 

@® LADY Wilson is presented with a bouquet by Fay 
Robson aged 12 after the Society’s literary award pre- 
sentations. It was at Lady Wilson’s suggestion that the 
Award became an annual event. Earlier it had been the 
other way round — Fay was presented with two prizes. 


@ ONE way and another it was a Right Royal Year 
and this was the scene on the Day of Days as the fore- 
court of Buckingham Palace was filled with disabled 
people, 30 from the Society, by the invitation of the 
Prince of Wales to see his Wedding Day at first hand. 


@ PERHAPS the happiest event in the whole of IYDP 
was the adoption of a little spastic boy Stephen by the 
Dooley family of Haverhill, Suffolk, after an 18 month 
struggle. A “pathetic little scrap” when the Dooleys first 
saw him, Stephen blossomed with love. 
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That was our | 
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@ LIN left her switchboard at a City bank to demon- 
strate the “Optacon” for the Duke of Edinburgh, and 
Hugh Rossi, Minister for the Disabled at an exhibition 
of aids. The Optacon enables the blind to read printed 
books — lovely for Lin who has written one. 


@ THE golden trio from the BBC TV programme for 
children, Blue Peter, after the auction of gifts donated 
to the appeal for the disabled which was administered 
by the Society. Simon Groom, Sarah Greene and Peter 
Duncan, not forgetting Goldie the dog, with their own 
purchases. 


; if Ss 

© CHRISTY Nolan’s genius as a writer was first recog- 
nised by his mother Bernadette, then the Society through 
its Literary Award and then the world through the pub- 


lication of Christy’s amazing work “Damburst of 
Dreams” in 1981. 


® THE grim reality of life in Britain’s long-stay hospitals 
was brought home for the first time to millions of viewers 
who watched the ITV shock documentary “Silent 


Minority” made by Nigel Evans — and so controversial 
that there were moves to ban it. 
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@ “SPASTICS News” catches the eye of Sir Peter Parke 
British Rail Chairman who addressed the Society’s and 
BR’s “Distech °81” joint conference on disability and — 
technology in the °80s, in Brighton. And travelling by 
train so much as he does, he took a copy of the paper 
to read on the way back. 5 


@ EACH year Canterbury Cathedral is the setting fora “ 
special service for the disabled and in TYDP it had even 
greater significance. Organised by the Canterbury and © 
Kent Coast Spastics Group a congregation of 300 
attended. ‘ 


® JEAN Curtis turned to Spastics News with a desper- 
ate plea for help with her 19-year-old son Duncan 
her battle with: Doncaster Social Services over his place- 
ment. The campaign worked, and Duncan is now in more - 


appropriate accommodation after “three years of 
torture.” = 


“aes 
© FOR Jag Plah, and his fellow disabled performe 
1981 was the year that they got the message across that 
they are like other people. Their production “Sideshow” 
filmed by BBC TV was such a success that The Grae: 
are now a professional touring company. 


2 x DOL EP REEL RO PR 3 
CHILDREN throughout the country responded to 
: aims and ideals of the Year in a big way. Here 
prkshire school children spent a day in a wheelchair 
_discover for themselves what life is like for their 
2 ibled contemporaries and raising money for the 
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ANCY Regan, wife of the United States President 
introduced to Jane Thompson, a social worker, by 

garet Morgan, the Society’s Controller of Personal 
cial Services when she paid a visit to the Family Ser- 


es and Assessment Centre, in Fitzroy Square. 


i 
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| EVERY MP has disabled voters in his constituency 

ad so the Joint Project for Disabled People, organised 

y the Society and other charities, decided it would be a 

pod idea if they met! Here Austin Mitchell shares a 
» of tea with Christine Marshall. 


; 
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MRS Joyce Smith, the Society’s Chairman and 
‘Treasurer, Bill Huddleston also had a message to get 
cross and they used the platform of the AGM to make 
Eyery Heinz label meanz cash for the Society in a £5 
illion charity appeal with every wrapper worth I penny. 


aes &: s ates ane 
@ MRS Joyce Smith, the Society’s Chairman welcomed 
the Society’s Patron the Duchess of Kent on an informal 
visit to the Society's HQ. The Duchess found time for 
a word with everyone including Alistair McBratney aged 
nine who had come for an assessment. 


@ NOW you see her — now you don’t — in a flurry of 
press camera flashes and the eternal vigilance of security 
personell, the First Lady departs. The visit was the only 
official engagement undertaken by Mrs Reagan during 
her week long stay for the Royal Wedding. 


@ ALYN Haskey’s moving testimony of faith in the 
BBC TV programme “The Light of Experience” touched 
viewers. Alyn, a Society Achievement Award winner 
studied theology at College with help from John Bruce 
in the hope of one day being ordained into the priest- 
hood. 


@® THE Great Blue Peter Bring and Buy started off 
with a target of £500,000 — in the end it made almost 
three times that amount and a world of difference to 
people like Alice Walsh who was presented with a 


Batricar from the appeal. 
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© THE Queen, with Hugh Rossi and Lord Geoffrey 
Lloyd, meets wheelchair bound Sybil Collie of Maidstone 
at Leeds Castle. The Prince of Wales as Patron of ILYDP 
made a visit to the Society’s exhibition at the Design 
Centre, the first event on his agenda of IYDP engage- 
ments. 


the Society’s annual Achievement Award to Alan Mather 
aged 14. Judges had spent weeks sifting through testi- 
monials on behalf of more than 500 children who had 
all fought their handicaps with unique courage. 


@ PRINCESS Anne as Patron of the Riding for the 
Disabled Association meets pupils and staff from the 
Society’s Wilfred Pickles School at the annual gymkhana 
held in the Royal Riding school at Buckingham Palace. 
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® OUR final picture is an eloquent memorial to Joey 
Deacon, the severely multiply handicapped inspiration 
behind the Blue Peter appeal. He died just four weeks 
after this picture was taken at the opening of a bungalow 
for children who would otherwise have to spend their 
lives — as he did most of his — in an institution. 
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Is it this easy in yourhome? _ 


At your Electricity Board, we have certainelectricalappliances. <aggeman. 
a leaflet called “Making Life Easier And specially designed _ oN 
for Disabled People’? attachments for plugs \ 

It contains lots of helpfulideas and and switches which \ 
lists many electrical appliances which affordeasierhanding. \W¥ 
can make life easier. The leaflet is free, from \\ 

Appliances suchas table-top mini your Electricity Board shop. \\ 
cookers. Electricknives whichrequire Oryoucan write for acopyto \ ie 
only aslight pressure to operate. And _ the Electricity Council, Informa\ ce a 
small; hand-held vacuum cleaners tion Centre, 30 Millbank, London SWIP 4RD. ay 


which can be used for dusting, too. THINKELECTRIC 


a G 
Sermo) 


0 
S PO 


an asda! ae 7, 


4 = 


an 


The leaflet also gives details of 
brailled controls that can be fitted to The Electricity Council, England and Wales. 
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THOSE with a passion for fashion and a desire to dress 
well can indulge in an account at Harrods, patronise the 
Paris couture houses of Dior and Balenciaga, or even try 
their hand at sewing themselves. 

But the first two options cost money and the latter 
time, and for the fashion-conscious with little or none of 
either there is an alternative. Very often the classiest 
clothes can be obtained at a snip from the local Spastics 
Shop. 

The Spastics Shop at Weybridge, Surrey, demonstrated 
the truth of this with a fashion show where the cream 
of the cast-offs cost from as little at £1 to a modest £6.50. 

But as you can see from the pictures there was no @ INGRID Pitt, who wrote the new children’s book, 
F ge = i e in that it’s amazing = « . Sr ee ° . 

Model Sian shows off the flare of a £2 skirt and waistcoat, Hei aga re ae Shon Drop in onroid Betts ne nus a a off the Society au aoe Wess 
teamed with a blouse for £1.50. ray een bridge shop with Bertie and a csach load of eager bargain 
hunters from 


if © SPASTICS Shop fashion—at bargain basement prices. 
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@ A DELIGHT to disco the night away, © A COMPLETE ense —— ; : SO asa an " SS 
worn by Frances. Skirt and blouse are modelled by Gemima to catch the eye of @ AN extremely stylish outfit worn by ® HOW’S that for value! A classic jacket 
going for.a song at £2.50 each. the discriminating shopper. Geraldine was priced at £5. for £6.50 is worn over a suit for £4.99 by 
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@ A STROLL in the country would be a @ ANNIE looks snazzy in her £5 knicker- 
perfect setting for this outfit of bockers, £1 blouse and £3 jacket as she dae 8 zB 
Gemima’s consisting of cotton cord takes to the cat-walk. @ CHARLOTTE looks the cat’s whiskers @ THIS dress looks as good as new on 
slacks at £2.50, blouse £1.50, and jacket as she models this polyester cat suit priced Val and at £3.50 was a fraction of its 
just £3.50. at a mere £3.99, original price. 
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_TYDP is over 
—now for the 
next 10 years 


LORD _— Snowdon has 
agreed to be president 
over a “Snowdon Council” 
to continue the campaign 
of the International Year 
of Disabled People into 
1982 and beyond, it has 
been announced by Sir 
Christopher Aston, chair- 
man of the England Com- 
mittee of IYDP, who will 
be acting chairman of the 
Council. 

The Council has the 
backing of major societies 
like The Spastics Society, 
the Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilita- 
tion (RADAR), the Royal 
National Institute for the 
Deaf, the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind, the 
National Federation of the 
Blind, and the Royal 
Society for Mentally Han- 
dicapped Children and 
Adults (MENCAP). 

The Council will enable 
as many disabled people as 
possible to participate in 
drawing up a 10-year plan 
of action for the integra- 
tion of disabled people in 
society, covering employ- 
ment, leisure and _ sport, 
transport, mobility and 


access, as well as the pre- 
vention of disability. The 
Council will monitor pro- 
gress and press for imple- 
mentation of the plan of 
action. Its work will in- 
clude:— 

@ “Education” of the public 
to continue to change atti- 
tudes towards disabled and 
handicapped people and pro- 
mote integration into 
society. 

@ Public Relations work to 
keep close contact with tele- 
vision, radio, mewspapers 
and journals covering all 
matters connected with dis- 
ablement and mental handi- 
cap. 

Investigation into ways in 
which information can- be 
made more readily available 
to disabled people. 

@ Co-ordination of 
interested bodies. 

@ Maintenance of working 
parties set up during 1981 
on subjects such as_ the 
employment of disabled 
people, technological 
developments, the provision 
of information to disabled 


people, and many other 
aspects of the problems of 
disability. 


@ Provision of advice to 
ensure the continuity of the 
local TYDP committees that 
have been set up in many 
communities throughout the 
country. 


Courting Queen 


MRS Doris Snowdon of 
Heaton Mersey, Stockport, 
has been a voluntary helper 
for The Spastics Society 
since 1952, when she 
joined the executive com- 
mittee of the Stockport 
Spastics Society. In 1958, 
she joined the Manchester 
and District Spastics 
Society (now the Greater 
Manchester Spastics 
Society) and was chairman 
of this affiliated local 
Society between 1966 and 
1976. She now helps out 
two days a week in the 
group’s shop 

In October 1980, Doris 
offered to count money for 
the Society, and since then 
has been regularly counting 
money raised in different 
parts of the North West 
Region by appeals officer 
David Bourne. In Novem- 
ber, the amount she had 
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AGRIMOTORS 


@IBS (AMG COACHES) 


Merton Garage & PO, Merton, 
Okehampton, Devon EX20 3DZ. 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH TAW & TORRIDGE COACHES LTD 


National and international travel by modern coach fleet. 
East and North Cornwall — at Competitive Prices for journeys night or 
day, in a coach size of your choosing — 12-53 seaters. 
Contract work a speciality for the handicapped and partially disabled. 
Let us quote you for a journey to any place at any time in Great Britain 
or Western Europe. 


Just ring Beaford (080 53) 324/200 or Bideford (023 72) 6395 


counted, bagged and paid 
into the bank topped 
£10,000. 

David Bourne expects to 
raise over £30,000 this year 
on house-to-house collec- 
tions, and he said that in 
the past, despite the effsrts 
of several local groups, he 
had sometimes found it 
difficult to get money 
counted promptly. Doris 
Snowdon’s efforts were a 
real boon to him. 

When asked how we 
could thank her for her 
stalwart efforts, Doris 
asked if we could give a 
small donation to the 
appeal for a new coach for 
the Society’s Bedford 
Centre, Buxton. £200 was 
given early in 1981, and our 
new picture shows Doris 
presenting a further £100 
cheque from the Regisnal 
Fund to the Bedford’s war- 
den, Dexter Simpson. 
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Serving: Devon, 
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CIVIL servants as a rule 
are thought of as a sober 
lot, dressed in grey and 
writing in triplicate. How- 
ever in Suffolk they are 
different and shedding for- 
mal attire for more exotic 
garb they left their desks 
in Ipswich to dance a spon- 
sored conga round 20 pubs. 
The result of this untypical 
behaviour by the back- 
bone of the country’s 
administration was a mag- 
nificent total of over £400 
all for the Society’s Beech 
Tree House unit at Mel- 
dreth Manor School, Roy- 


ston, Herts. 
Picture: East Anglian 
Daily Times 


TO mark IYDP Telford 
Development Corporation is 
setting up a new scheme at 
the Telford town centre 
which will help to make 
shopping for the disabled 
and their families more 
enjoyable and convenient. 
The Corporation has 
bought battery-powered 
wheelchairs and manual 
wheelchairs which will be 
available free for disabled 
shoppers. So. nat 


Motoring 


THE purchase of a car as 
a vital link between home, 
work and friends, is to 
most people a major and 
difficult decision. When 
the requirements for con- 


version because of dis- 
ability, are added to the 
problem the task is almost 
impossible, and the well 
tried Mini is often the 
easiest way out. 


However, here is an 
alternative which should 
suit people with a family, 
or who weigh more than 
eight stone. It also has a 
certain style which separ- 
ates it from what is expec- 
ted of the disabled driver. 

The Talbot Horizon is a 
transverse - engined front 
wheel drive, 4-door hatch- 
back, and the model 
viewed was the GL auto- 
matic converted for a dis- 
abled lady driver (with 
hand controls). The large, 
fabric covered seats and 
high doors make it easy 
to get to the driving posi- 
tion without banging your 
head, and once seated all 
the controls are easily to 
hand without leaning for- 
ward. 

The heater controls are 


Very civil servants... 


POCLE Brewery is 
hoping customers will 
buy their beer but not 
drink it just yet—for the 
sake of Dorset Spastics 
Society. 

For proceeds from the 
sale of their very special 
brew now selling at £5 
for a pack of six could 
eventually be worth 
£250 a bottle, which 
makes it a shade more 
expensive than a mag- 
num of Krug or Bol- 
lingey. 

The reason for the 
champagne value of a 
glass of strong light ale 
lies in the date it was 
brewed, July 29, 1981. 
It was the only beer in 
the country to be 
brewed on the Royal 
Wedding Day and titled 


‘Antique’ beer is 
best for funds 


Wedding Day Special 
Ale 

Just. 6,000 bottles 
were produced and the 
price is virtually guaran- 
teed to rise—beer pro- 
duced by another 
brewery for the Queen’s 
Silver Jubilee in 1977 
are fetching £250, and 
brewery chairman 
Dennis Rawlings said: 
“Ours could go up to 
that sort of figure. We 
expect people to drink 
a couple of bottles and 
put the rest in the cup- 
board for their grand- 
children.” 

The brewery, in Sterte 
Avenue, Poole, decided 
on the gesture as its 
effort for the Inter- 
national Year of Dis- 
abled Peopie. 


by John Byworth 


certain st; 


‘on the right hand side, 


making them accessible to. 


the driver, not the passen- 
ger, and all the main con- 
trols for accessories such 
as heated rear window, 
hazard warning lights, rear 
wiper, and high intensity 
rear light, are large, 
lighted push buttons, mak- 
ing their operation easy 
for a hand not quite as 
agile as it could be. 
Technical Information: 
Engine—1500 cc giving 
51.4 mpg at a constant 56 
mph and 29.4 mpg in 
urban driving. 
Overall length—155.9in. 
Overall width—66. lin. 
Seat height from the 
ground—24in. 
Sil height 


fromthe 


ground—16in. if 


Height from floor to 
roof—40in (more than 
adequate for a wheelchair). 


_ The rear ledge at 33in is 
a little high, but the boot 
capacity of 6.7 cu ft or, 
with the seats folded, 42 
cu ft, make it an ideal 
family car. 

The service interval is 
stated as 10,000 miles at a 
cost of approximately £60 
—but with a sealed water 
system, and the dipstick 
and battery easily acces- 
sible from a wheelchair, 
the driver can take an 
interest in what goes on 
under the bonnet. 

Cost 

The GL-Auto® 153s 

£5,414.38 plus delivery. 


ENGINEER John 
Byworth—he is Chair- 
man of the Society’s 
London Region — will 
be writing regularly on 
motoring topics in 
Spastics News. 
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‘Dunkirk — 
spirit in | 
the snow — 


THE worst winter 
weather for over 100 
years brought out the 
“Dunkirk spirit” in at 
least one Society 
centre. b 

Kyre Park in Worces- — 
tershire is isolated at the 
best of times and staff and — 
residents are resigned to 
the fact that severe wea- 
ther will leave them cut- 
off. But the exceptionally 


savage conditions took 
even Kyre Park by sur- 
prise. 


Said warden Colin Hed- 
ley, “There are six-foot — 
drifts -of -snow --in*thegas 
road and at the height of 
the blizzard we found our- 
selves totally without elec- 
tricity — the weight of 
snow had _ brought the 
power cables down. 

“We were all trapped 
downstairs with no cen- 
tral heating, no lights and 
no lifts. Luckily we have 
Calor gas heaters, so we 
were able to keep the resi- 
dents warm, and we 
cooked on gas stoves for 
them. The afternoon staff 
shift was trapped and had 
to sleep on the lounge 
floor, and start again in 
the morning because the 
morning shift could not~ 
get in. It was absolute hell 
and it lasted 28 hours. 

“We carried all the resi- 
dents upstairs by torch- 
light and gave them extra 
blankets. Because the 
water wasn’t circulating 
the pipes burst, and we 
were shifting beds about 
and trying to staunch the 
water.” 

Eventully a Range 
Rover was able to ferry 
staff in and out and none 
of the 48 residents, aged 
from 20 to 56, were ill as a 
result of the power failure. 

Said Colin: “We have — 
our own water and our ~ 
own drains and this power — 
failure proves that a 
generator is indispensable, 
too. Then it won’t matter — 
what happens — we'll be 
self-sufficient.” 
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Community 
Unit for | 
Meldreth — 


THE Society’s Meldreth 
Manor School now has a 
community education unit 
created from a _ kitchen 
that has become redun- | 
dant and costing £7,000, 
which was found entirely — 
from funds raised by the — 
school itself. 

Said deputy principal; — 
Michael Megee, ‘The idea is 
that they should get involved — 
in the community in a — 
general way, and is an — 
attempt to give them a view ~ 
of the world outside.’ Ba 

Opened by the Society’s — 
Director Tim Yeo, the unit | 
for 14. physically and 
mentally handicapped child« — 
ren reaching school leav eo 
age, will enable them to visit 
factories, libraries and old 
peoples homes. : 


{ 
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Head’s run 

COTTESMORE Comprehen+ 
sive School’s science head, 
Dr Gerry Parsons ran 250 
sponsored miles in a six day 
marathon and raised £262 
for the Society’s Rutlané 
House School, “ 


A UNIQUE oppor- 
tunity to fly the flag 
both for Britain and 
the cause of disabled 
people is being offered 
to anyone who, des- 
pite cerebral palsy, 
has certain capabilities. 

It is a chance to take 
part in the four yearly 
battle of the Atlantic 
between Britain and the 
United States: the 
Americas Cup, which will 
be fought out on the 
Eastern seaboard in 1983. 

The British contender is 
appropriately named “Vic- 


tory,” fielded by a syndi- 
cate headed by Peter de 


Savarin, an old school 
friend of the Society’s 


Director, Tim Yeo. 


And. it was this friend- 
ship which lead to the sug- 
gestion that disabled 
people could contribute to 
the challenge for the cup. 


Colonel Tim Street, who 
is organising the challenge 
syndicate which is being 
run on a highly profes- 
sional basis, has identified 
six categories where dis- 
ability would not neces- 
sarily prove a bar to taking 
part. 


A FISTFUL of fivers is 
proudly displayed by child- 
ren of the Devon and 
Exeter group’s Vranch 
House school for spastics, 
Exeter, and they didn’t 
have to rob the bank to 
get it. Instead the National 
Westminster’s Exeter 
branch manager, Stan 
Brewer, invited them to 


help themselves when a 
24-hour service till was 
installed at the bank. 

The children were the 
first to try out the new till 
which will enable custo- 
mers to withdraw cash and 
order. statements and 
cheque books round the 
clock, and the £50 they 
withdrew was the start of 


Applicants with experi- 
ence of office work are 
needed in pay and accounts 
and administration, a cook 
is needed, plus drivers with 
a permit to drive in the 
States, sail makers to oper- 
ate sewing machines, and 
individuals capable of 
scraping and painting the 
hulls of boats. 

It is expected that at 
least four of the team of 
50 will be disabled. Their 
uniforms, travelling costs, 
living expenses and pocket 
money will all be paid by 
the syndicate. 


Young bank ‘raiders’ 


the bank’s Christmas 
appeal for their school. 
Our picture shows Stan 
Johnson, YVranch House 
head, left, with manager 
Stan Brewer and Mrs 
Marian Guscott, chairman 
of the school’s appeals 
committee, and the pupils 
with the crisp new fivers. 
Photo: Sculpher Ltd 


Palace visit sets problem 


LOUTH Spastics Society’s 
chairman, Mrs Kathleen 
Stubbs, was faced with a 
problem when she was 
awarded the MBE in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours 
List. 

The award was for a 


lifetime of service to the 
community and the prob- 
lem was just who should 
accompany her to Buck- 
ingham Palace for the 
investiture recently. 
“Because I have nine 
children we had to draw 
lots as to who should come 


oe 


INTERNATIONAL CEREBRAL PALSY SOCIETY 


in conjunction with 


CENTRE ON ENVIRONMENT FOR THE 
HANDICAPPED 


_ INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR — 
“ENVIRONMENT AND HANDICAPPED 
PEOPLE” 


SIDNEY SUSSEX COLLEGE, 
CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND. 


March 22nd-26th, 1982. 


Participation is limited to 100 people and the language 

of the meeting will be English. The total cost 

INCLUDING registration fee, accommodation and 

meals will be £105. For members of both the CEH 
and ICPS it will be £95. 


Details from: Mrs Anita Loring, International Cerebral 
Palsy Society, 5a Netherhall Gardens, London NW3 
5RN, England. Telephone 01-794 9761. 


with me.” Mrs Stubbs, 71, 
explained. In the end her 
two youngest sons, Paul 
and Anthony, were the 
lucky ones who watched 
their mother decorated 
with her medal and then 
chat with the Queen. 


Said Mrs Stubbs: “I had 
been very nervous waiting 
to go in and meet the 
Queen, because there were 
between 300 and 400 
guests there to watch the 
investiture.. But as soon as 
I saw the Queen standing 
there in front of me, I 
forgot all about anybody 
else being there. 

“She asked me why I 
had been awarded the 
MBE, and I said I was told 
it was for my services to 
the community in Lincoln- 
shire. She asked me all 
about the work I do, and 
I told her of the organisa- 
tions I work for. She was 
most interested and made 
me feel quite relaxed. The 
Queen asked me where I 
did most of my work and I 
told her Louth in Lincoln- 
shire, and she laughed. 


Anyone who is inter- 
ested in the venture, aged 
between roughly 25-35, 
who would be free between 
April and September 1982 
and the same period for 
the following year, should 
contact Miss Margaret 
Morgan, the Society’s Con- 
troller of Personal Social 
Services at the Society’s 
Family Services and 
Assessment Centre, 16 
Fitzroy Square, London 


Colonel Street hopes to 
complete the final selection 
of people by the end of 
February at the latest. 


New guide 
to ‘Rights’ 


THE 1982 ~ Disability 
Rights Handbo»vk was 
published on January 7, 
to provide a comprehen- 
sive guide to the benefits 
and services available to 
disabled people. 

Since the first edition 
was published in 1977 the 
Handbook has more than 
doubled in size. The new 
edition contains chapters 
on all the social security 
benefits to which disabled 
people or their families 
may be entitled, together 
with information about 
housing benefits, services 
from local authorities, in- 
come tax, and many other 
relevant matters. 


The 1982 Wandbook (92 
pages) costs £1.60 including 
postage and packaging. It is 
available from The Dis- 
ability Alliance, 21 Star 
Street, London W2 1QB. 


Why we won't 
interface with 
gobbledegook 


SPASTICS News will spend 1982 as it has the years that 
have gone before waging war against the scourge of the 
“caring” professions — gobbledegook. You know what 
the word implies . . . it is the art of using 10 long words 
when two short ones will do; the art of using “psycho- 
gabble” phrases which are meaningless to the general 


public. 


We are not alone in our battle — the more militant | pag an 
campaigners in the quest for plain English actually send 
a load of tripe to the worst offenders, and pour laughing 
scorn on the practitioners of the ghastly new language 
who have the talent of making forms and leaflets so 
difficult to understand that benefits go unclaimed, fascina- | up” was 
ting research studies are never applied, and even instruc- 
tion booklets for simple aids and appliances are a 
bewildering puzzle. And where the currently favourite 


non-word is “interface.” 


Two examples — one from the US, and the other 
(though it hurts us to admit it, but you must say we are 
fair minded) from much nearer home. 


Picture: Yorkshire Post 
® Getting to grips with Leo, Elizabeth Sissons, 
aged six, gives the specially designed toy-cum- 
exercise aid an affectionate cuddle. 


Learning through 
play with Leo 


LOVABLE Leo is a 
golden hearted lion with 
a difference—he is not just 
an enchanting floor toy but 
a playmate with a purpose. 
When not being used as a 
plaything he can be used 
as am exercise aid during 
remedial sessions for spas- 
tic children. He was 
specially designed for the 
role and made by members 
of the Kirkby Overblow 


Women’s Institute, while 
members of the Arkendale 
branch produced a stable 
companion, a big blue felt 
horse, 


They were put through 
their paces at a_ special 
exhibition of toys designed 
and hand-made by mem- 
bers of the Yorkshire 
Women’s Institutes as their 
contribution to the Inter- 
national Year of Disabled 
People. 


Other exhibits included 
a large assortment of 
cuddly toys and animals 
wearing clothes with but- 
tons, buckles and zips to 
help disabled children 
learn to dress and undress, 
plus doll-shaped skittles 
which pick themselves up 
when they are knocked 
down. There were also 
soff, washable _ bricks, 
easy for disabled hands to 
manoeuvre, which could be 
placed together to form 
pictures or puzzles, or used 
to build up into a small 
town. 


RESIDENTS of the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics 
London centre, Good Neigh- 
bours House, Camberwell; 
extra Christmas 
treat when they were invited 
out for a meal at the Star 
Restaurant in Peckham. The 
meal — described fondly by 
a centre spokesman as “slap 
accompanied by, 
wine, music and crackers, 
and there was dancing afters 
wards. 


At the end of the evening 
a bouquet wss presented to 
the restaurant’s owners, Mr 
and Mrs’ Papaphotis, to 
thank them for their kinds 
ness. 


“One of the major assumptions in the movement 


for independent living is that pathology is not resident 
in the individual as much as it is in the environment — 
that environmental barriers are as critical as, if not more 
so than, personal characteristics (eg, age, education, 
severity of disability) in determining disability outcomes. 
At this stage in the independent living movement, no 
systematic attempt has been made to empirically test the 
moyement’s more common assumptions and assertions.” 


(From a Press release on a new book about disabled 
people living in the community.) 

“Much work was done on Regional Funds and these 
are becoming a more successful interface between the 
central Society and affiliated groups.” 

(From The Spastics Society’s annual report.) 


WHEELCHAIRS 


HIRE AND BUY 


Newton Elan Powered 
Wheelchairs are available for 


Hire or Sale 
Battery operated 


ALL HANDLING LTD 


The Old Mill, Old Malden Lane, 
Worcester Park, Surrey. 
01-941 0838 or 01-330 336@ 

i for full details 


op 
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Christmas 
Appeal ‘81 


ees gold its 


THE Society’s Director, 
Tim Yeo, had a plea- 
sant surprise in_ his 
Christmas mail — an 
envelope containing no 
message, just a gold 
sovereign in mint con- 
dition. 

Dated 1892, the coin 
depicts Queen Victoria 
on one side and a hel- 
meted figure mounied 
on a rearing horse on 
the reverse. 

The gift from the 
anonymous donor came 
from the Burnley Pen- 
dle area and could be 
worth well over £50 for 
Society funds. 

However, as John 
Rowe, Head of Appeals 
Projects, points _ out, 
every donation is worth 
its weight in gold — 
however small. “It’s the 
generosity that counts,” 
he said. 

“Our Christmas 
appeal is coming in weil 
and we are certain that 
the target of £1,433,000 
will be reached — we’ve 
alread y~ banked 
£714,000. This time last 
year when our target 
was £1,075,000, we'd 
received £604,000, and 
it finally made 
£1,270,000. 

“It. is encouraging 
that in these times of 
recession, the average 
donation has risen 15 
per cent from £2.38 to 
£2.80, while from fresh 
donors, on which the 
future depends, — the 
figure is up 23 per cent 
from £2.09 to £2.57. 
Sometimes people’s idea 
of what to give lags 
behind inflation, but 
we're holding our own, 


Duchess sang caro 


and have come through 
the recession unaffected. 
“Consistency of sup- 
port is what we need 
and we’ve had a dona- 
tion of £1,000 — a few 
years ago a donation at 
£100 was a rarity, now 
donations of £500 are 
beginning to appear. 
They are rarities, but 
they are there and the 
£100 donations are 
commonplace.” 
Greetings Card co- 
ordinator Maura Tay- 
lor is already working 
hard ts redouble this 


year’s turnover of 
£250,000 next Christ- 
mas. 


“A lot of charities 
found their figures down 
but ours increased. We 
got £12,000 in dona- 
tions accompanying 
orders and there was a 
£80,000 turnover on the 
greetings cards alone. 
The most _ popular 
cards, The 12 Days of 
Christmas, The Three 
Kings and a red and 
gold greeting card, all 
overprinted with the 
Society’s name. But it’s 
important that next 
Christmas people pest 
earlier and order their 
cards and gifts before 
the first week of Decem- 
ber.” 

A new range of 
goods will be launched 
this month in the Spring 
Catalogue with a two- 
page illustrated leaflet 
going to the loca} 
groups. Items shown 
range from a selection 
of 500 bulbs for all the 
year round colour in 
the garden to indoor 
pots and baskets. 


THE Stars Organisation for Spastics organises a 
huge variety of fund-raising events throughout 
the year but topping the list for all-round fun 
is the annual Christmas carol concert. The one 
held just before Christmas was the 11th and was 
described by the SOS afterwards as the most 


successful ever. 
, The evening performance was a sell-out at the 
Festival: Hall with a choir of 200 from Desborough and 


| 


® THE Duchess of Kent, attended by the Stars Org 
Tennant, greets Edward Woodward, Michele Dotrice, 


£25,000 boost for Save a Baby’ 


A HAPPY moment 
recorded as actress Susan 
Hampshire presents a 
cheque for £25,000 to Mrs 
Joyce Smith, Chairman of 
The Spastics Society. 

The money. represents 
the goodwill of mothers 
who sent in a million labels 
from Heinz baby food 
range to help the Society 
with its “Save a Baby” 
campaign. For every label, 
Heinz donated 24p until 
they reached the £25,000 
target. Both Heinz and 
the Society are delighted at 
the speedy success of the 
promotion, feeling that it 


They share Poland’s 


FOR Maja Maczek and 
her family 1982 should 
have been a year to 
look forward to. “After 
all, the Pope is visiting 
Edinburgh where they 


campaign 


proves the concern of 
mothers to save babies 
from the tragedy of need- 
less handicap. 

Susan Hampshire was a 
particularly |§ appropriate 
star name to represent the 
cheque on behalf of Heinz. 
She really cares about the 
cause of the handicapped. 
Her own life has been 
affected by dyslexia, and it 
is only through courage 
and perseverance that she 
mastered this “word blind- 


live, and he, like Maja, 
is Polish. 

Two years ago Maja 
had met the Pope at a 


special audience in Rome 
which she attended with 


is with the stars. 


Trinity Schools and leading members of the SOS taking 
part. The Society’s Patron, the Duchess of Kent, atten- 
ded, and also gave a reading from St Luke. 


Dame Vera Lynn who founded the SOS, sang the 
Bells of St Mary’s, the First Noel, and Mary’s Boy 
Child, and others taking part included Edward Wood- 
ward, Michelle Dotrice, Ian Ogilvy and Carol Drink- 
water. Max Bygraves, the King Singers and the Cam- 
-bridge Buskers also contributed, and the concert was 
directed by Bob Reader with Geoff Love and John 
McCarthy conducting the well-loved carols. 


anisation for Spastics. President, Lady Anne 


lan Ogilvy and Carol Drinkwater at the 


start of the carol concert, 


ness to become a famous 
actress. And sadly, she 
revealed to Spastics News 
that her own brother was 
the father of a spastic child 
who died four years ago. 
“Prevention of handicap is 
really more vital than the 
cure,” she said. 

The Heinz baby label 
campaign is over, but the 
Heinz £4 million Charity 
Appeal goes on. The 
Society is one of 12 chari- 
ties to benefit from the 
scheme in which Heinz 
promises a penny for any 
Heinz label sent in by 
March 1. 


anguish 


her father, a famous 
Polish General of World 
War II. Her father and 
the Pope embraced. In 
fact it was an article about 
her Polish ancestry which 
won Maja first prize in the 


Society’s 1975 Literary 
contest. 
But events. in their 


native country have cast a 
shadow over the Maczek 
family, and sobbing, Mrs 
Maczek told Spastics 
News: “This has been the 
saddest Christmas in my 
whole life. For our poor 
nation the situation is so 
tragic—they are all our 
compatriots.” 

The family come from 
the Yalta region which 
now belongs to Russia, and 
there are at least 30 rela- 
tives in Poland. 


“Courage” 
award for 


Michelle 


HALF her life time ago, 
Michelle Pocock, from 
Eastbourne, could not 
even walk—cerebral palsy 
had robbed her of the 
natural gift. Now, aged 10, 
Michelle has won acclaim 
as an all-round athlete and 
the determination with 
which she fought to over- 
come her disability has 
beep recognised in a 
naponal award. 

or Michelle was o 
“Children of mrs es 
receive. scrolls of honour 
from Princess Michael of 
Kent at a special service at 
Westminster Abbey. 


JANUARY 1982 


Heinz meanz poundz! | £100,000 


grant 


for the 

Society 
THE Society received 
a £100,000 Christmas 
present from the Goy- 
ernment in a_ special 
one-off grant. 

In making the announce- 
ment, Norman Fowler, 
Social Services Secretary, 
said: 

“I place very great 
value. on the work of the 
Society. I have been look- 
ing carefully at ways we 
can help it avoid, or at 
least minimise, cut-backs 
in its services. In _ this 
International Year of Dis- 
abled___ People, .. 1. amy 
delighted to make this 
grant, particularly at such 
an appropriate time of the 
year. 

“My department and 
the Society are considering 
together the long-term 
financial position, but in 
the meantime I have 
offered this one-off special 
grant to help with imme- 
diate problems.” 

The grant is specifically 
to help in reducing. the 
£300,000 deficit envisaged 
for the coming year. 

Tim Yeo, the Society’s 
Director, said he was 
“absolutely delighted” 
with Mr Fowler’s good 
news and that the Society 
was very grateful for the 
money which would mean 


further cuts could’ be 
avoided. It also showed 
that the Department 


valued the Society’s work 
— although the Treasury 
still insisted on taking 
VAT from charities. 

The Society meets with 
Mr Jock Bruce-Gardine, 
the Minister responsible 
for taxation, on February 
1 as part if the campaign 
it spearheaded for chari- 
ties to be exempied from 
VAT on services. 


New Year 
Knighthood 


PROFESSOR Peter 
Tizard, FRCP, DCH, Pro- 
fessor of Paediatrics, 
University of Oxford, who 
retires this month from the 
Society’s Medical Advi- 
sory Committee, received 
a knighthood in the New 
Year’s Honours List. 

Sir Peter became a 
member of the Medical 
Advisory Committee in 
May 1968 and has been 
its chairman since Jan- 
uary 1976. 
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